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The Joint European Master’s in International Humanitarian Action is an

inter-university, multidisciplinary postgraduate programme that provides

high quality academic education and professional competencies for

personnel working or intending to work in the area of humanitarian action.

This European Master’s Degree was created in 1993 as result of

concerted efforts on the part of the Network on Humanitarian

Assistance (NOHA) Universities, working in close collaboration with two

Directorates-General of the European Commission: DG for Humanitarian

Aid (ECHO) and DG for Education and Culture. The initiative was a

response to a growing need for higher educational qualifications

specifically suited to addressing complex humanitarian emergencies.

An Erasmus Mundus Master’s Course (EMMC)

In September 2004, the European Commission awarded the NOHA Master’s

the status of an Erasmus Mundus Programme. The latter is a co-operation

and mobility programme in the field of higher education that promotes the

European Union as a centre of excellence in learning around the world. 

It provides EU-funded scholarships for a limited number of outstanding

graduates admitted to Erasmus Mundus Master‘s Courses.

In 2005, NOHA was awarded by the European Commission Erasmus

Mundus Partnerships Programme in order to establish and develop a

framework for cooperation and student and scholar mobility between

the NOHA institutions and the following partner universities: Monash

University (Australia); Universidad Javeriana (Colombia); Bangalore

University (India); Universitas Gadjah Mada (Indonesia); Université

Saint-Joseph de Beyrouth (Lebanon); University of the Western

Cape (South Africa), and Columbia University (United States).

In addition to collaboration with and support from the European Union, the

NOHA Programme enjoys the backing of non-governmental organisations

(NGOs), inter-governmental organisations (IGOs), and other actors of the

humanitarian action community with whom the Network has strong

collaborative links.

More than a decade of experience has proved the Network

commitment and capacity to educate and train highly committed,

interdisciplinary persons who can act at all levels of humanitarian relief

operations and who can function in a variety of ways to enhance the

delivery of humanitarian assistance and sustainable actions.

Some 2.000 NOHA graduated professionals work in the field of

humanitarian relief and international co-operation. They hold various

positions of responsibility in all kinds of national and international agencies,

institutions, and organisations both in the field and at headquarters all

around the world. Such positions include project managers, administrators,

researchers, evaluators, consultants, and delegates. In 2003, the NOHA

Alumni Association was established with a view to enabling both students

on the Master‘s Course and NOHA-graduated professionals to establish and

maintain contact and collaboration with the NOHA family and the rest of

the world‘s humanitarian community.

Curriculum Development

The Joint European Master’s in International Humanitarian Action has

designed the following competencies:

I Systemic Competencies

• Capacity to develop a global vision of the context of conflict,

emergency, and vulnerable situations;

• Capacity to develop an interdisciplinary understanding and

comprehensive analysis of conflict and emergency situations;

• Capacity to develop ways of coping with consequences of disasters

and conflicts in close connection with beneficiaries, looking for

durable and self-sustainable solutions;

• Capacity to analyse complex emergencies and conflict situations;

• Awareness of the potential impact of humanitarian action on the life

of the beneficiaries;

• Capacity to assess ways of intervention used by humanitarian aid

agencies; and

• Capacity to assess consequences of international intervention and

programmes of reconstruction.

II Practical Competencies

• Capacity to organise and plan humanitarian relief operations;

• Ability to react and take decisions in an operational setting;

• Management and administration abilities;

• Appropriate use of evaluation methods and techniques;

• Good use of humanitarian relief techniques (from practice and

analysis of academic concepts);

• Skills to assess the relief context;

• Familiarity with humanitarian aid operations; and

• Capacity to anticipate problem situations and possible solutions.

III Personal Competencies

• Communication skills, including cross-cultural understanding;

• Innovation, flexibility, creativity in unpredictable contexts;

• Teamwork ability;

• Self-reliance and self-criticism; and

• Capacity to assume responsibilities.

Support Structures
NOHA is the first network of universities at the European level dealing

with the development of humanitarian action education. It seeks

greater professionalism and quality of service among humanitarian

action personnel through the provision of solid intellectual grounding

and the development of sound concepts and principles that lead to

«good practice». It also contributes to greater awareness of

humanitarian issues among the broader public and policy makers. 

In terms of structure, the network combines:

• A truly egalitarian decentralised system enabling each university to

institutionalise the programme as its own, with support at the

highest level; and

• A unity of purpose, a mission, a professional profile, and jointly

created academic structures, making the programme truly European.

1 NOHA Board members: Dr. Pat Gibbons (NOHA President, University College
Dublin, Ireland); Dr. Julia Gonzalez (NOHA Secretary General, Universidad de Deusto,
Spain); Dr. Joost Herman (NOHA Treasurer, Rijksuniversiteit Groningen; The
Netherlands); Prof. Dr. Catherine Gourbin (Université catholique de Louvain, Belgium);
Prof. Dr. Marie José Domestici-Met (Université Paul Cézanne Aix-Marseille III, France);
Dr. Markus Moke (Ruhr-Universität Bochum, Germany); Ms. Renata Vaisviliene
(Vilniaus universitetas, Lithuania), Dr. Elzbieta Mikos-Skuza (Uniwersytet Warszawski,
Poland); Dr. Cristina Churruca (Universidad de Deusto, Spain); Dr. Inga-Lill Aronsson
(Uppsala universitet, Sweden).

The firm commitment of NOHA member institutions is also enhanced by

a hundred European faculties and departments dealing with issues

related to humanitarian action. They altogether form the Thematic

Network of Humanitarian Development Studies, HumanitarianNet, of

which NOHA is the starting point and a core component.

NOHA Membership

The Statutes of the NOHA International Association (NOHA Statutes)

establishes two categories of membership: full membership and associate

membership. Current NOHA Full Members are: Université catholique de

Louvain, Université Paul Cézanne Aix-Marseille III, Ruhr-Universität Bochum,

University College Dublin, Vilniaus universitetas, Uniwersytet Warszawski,

Universidad de Deusto, Uppsala universitet, and Rijksuniversiteit Groningen.

Some full members are referred to as ‘NOHA Master’s Universities’. They

are currently seven universities that deliver the NOHA Mundus Master’s. 

For their part, associate members take part in various activities of the

Network in accordance with the terms and conditions set out by the

NOHA Board of Directors. Presently, NOHA Associate Members are:

Università Degli Studi di Pavia (Italy), Universidade de Brasilia (Brazil),

and Columbia University (United States).

The number of associate and partner universities will increase over years

within the framework of the NOHA enlargement policy and under the

NOHA Erasmus Mundus Partnership.

Entry requirements, selection & 
application procedure

Admission may be granted to applicants who meet the
following criteria 

The admission to the NOHA Masters on Humanitarian Action degree
programme may be granted to applicants who meet the following
common admission criteria:

• Candidates must have completed a good level first cycle degree in
a discipline of relevance to humanitari.

• Practical experience in the area of humanitarian action in
governmental, inter-governmental, and/ or nongovernmental
organisations and institutions is valued.

• Completed applications received.

Selection criteria include motivation, academic qualifications, language
skills, research experience, and professional experience. 

Joint Application Procedure

All applications must be made on-line at the NOHA website.

Applications MUST include the following documents:  

• Academic credentials, with copy of Diploma and, if available,
Diploma Supplement.

• Certified copies of academic transcripts.
• Academic and professional CV.
• Letter of motivation.
• 3 passport-sized photos.
• Photocopy of a valid passport.
• 2 reference letters.

Deadlines for receiving applications

15 December each year: For Third Country candidates applying 
for Erasmus Mundus Scholarships.
1 March each year: For European candidates applying for 
Erasmus Mundus Scholarships.
15 March each year: For regular candidates.

Participation costs

European students: Euro 6,000 for the whole study programme 
(3 semesters) to be paid to the network. 
Third country students: Euro 10,000 for the whole study programme
(3 semesters) to be paid to the network. 

European Union Scholarships

The Erasmus Mundus Programme provides scholarships to highly
qualified graduate students to follow the NOHA Mundus Masters.

For more information on Erasmus Mundus scholarship scheme,
please visit the NOHA website and the website of the European
Commission Erasmus Mundus Programme:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/education/programmes/mundus/index_en.html

EU participants are also supported by Erasmus and Leonardo grants.

Contact addresses of NOHA Master´s
Universities:

Belgium
Université catholique de Louvain (UCL)
NOHA Programme
Unité de science politique et de relations
internationales
1/5 Place Montesquieu
B-1348 Louvain-la-Neuve, Belgium
Phone: +32 (0) 10-47 41 63
Fax: +32 (0) 10-47 27 36
Email: gourbin@demo.ucl.ac.be
Web page: www.pols.ucl.ac.be

France
Université Paul Cézanne Aix-Marseille III (UPCAM)
Faculté de Droit et de Science Politique 
Institut d’Etudes Humanitaires 
3 av. Robert Schuman 
13628 Aix-en-Provence
Cedex 1, France
Phone: +33 442 172 974
Fax: +33 442 172 843
E-mail: institut.etudhumanit@univ.u-3mrs.fr
Web page: www.univ.u-3mrs.fr 
(Path: Formation/Fiches descriptives des Masters
2ème année)

Germany
Ruhr-Universität Bochum (RUB)
Institute for International Law of Peace and
Armed Conflict (IFHV)
NOHA Programme
Building NA 02/33
44780 Bochum, Germany
Phone: +49 234 27366
Fax: +49 234 14208
E-mail: Susanne.Galle@rub.de
Web page: www.ifhv.de

Ireland
University College Dublin (UCD)
NOHA Programme
UCD School of Biology and Environmental Science
UCD Agriculture and Food Science Centre
Belfield
Dublin 4, Ireland.
Phone: +353 1 716 7608
Fax: +353 1 716 1140
Email: noha.dublin@ucd.ie
Web page: http://www.ucd.ie/bioenvsci

Spain
Universidad de Deusto (UD)
Pedro Arrupe Institute of Human Rights
NOHA Programme
Avda de las Universidades 24, Apdo. 1
E-48080 Bilbao, Spain
Phone: +34 944 139 102
Fax: +34 944 139 282
E-mail: noha@idh.deusto.es
Web page: www.idh.deusto.es

Sweden
Uppsala universitet
NOHA Programme
Box 514
SE-751 20  Uppsala, Sweden
Phone: +46 18 471 63 91
Fax: +46 18 471 23 63
E-mail: noha@teol.uu.se
Web page: www.teol.uu.se/noha

The Netherlands
Rijksuniversiteit Groningen (RUG)
NOHA Programme 
Faculty of Arts - IOIB
Oude Kijk in’t Jatstraat 26
9712 EK Groningen
Phone: +31 (0)50 363 5620 / 7233
Fax: +31 (0)50 363 7253
E-mail: noha@rug.nl
Web page: www.rug.nl/let/noha

University College Dublin
(Ireland)

Université catholique de Louvain
(Belgium)

Ruhr-Universität Bochum
(Germany)

Rijksuniversiteit Groningen
(The Netherlands))

Uppsala universitet
(Sweden)

Université Paul Cézanne
Aix-Marseille III 

(France)

Brussels (Belgium): NOHA-ECHO Meeting, May 2008. © NOHA

BBC Africa correspondent listening to flood-displaced persons in Mozambique.
© Wynter / International Federation

In 2001, the NOHA International Association was constituted under

Belgian law. This is a European association of universities jointly offering

education, training, and research in humanitarian action. The Association

Statutes and Network Charter call for joint decision-making, common

procedures, and governing bodies the most important of which are:

• NOHA Board of Directors1;

• NOHA Faculty, presently composed of 42 professors and

lecturers from the participating universities. The Faculty responds

to research needs of the humanitarian community and maximises

the strengths and expertise of participating institutions through

an array of teaching and research activities

The NOHA Faculty works closely with the wider academic

community to enhance scholarship and quality education in the area

of humanitarian assistance. Close collaborators include:

—More than 150 core teachers in over 10 disciplines related to

humanitarian action; and

—Other organisations providing strong inter-institutional support

and co-operation

• NOHA Academic Standards Committee and Programme

Evaluation Committee, responsible for constant monitoring of

the programme quality, professional profile, response capability,

and continuous curriculum development; and

• NOHA General Secretariat, responsible for central co-ordination

and management of the joint activities of the Network. 

For general information on NOHA, please contact: 

NOHA Manager
NOHA General Secretariat
International Relations Office
University of Deusto
Avda de las Universidades, 24
48007 Bilbao. SPAIN
Phone: +34 944 139 129 
Fax: +34 944 139 069 
E-mail: noha@deusto.es 

Web page: www.nohanet.org
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